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Twa of the six ArtInPlace scalptunes that
adorn median sirips around Charlettesville
have been vandalized.

“Transformer.” the §10,000 sculpture located
on the LS. 250 Bypass near the Charlobtesville
Fire Depariment, was knocked down and dam-
aped beyond repair,

Meanwhibe, ane of the see] wheols on “The
Biker™ wns bent. That spalpture, bocated om
hlcIntire Road, is valued ag §7.000,

“T'm obviously upeet aboub it said sealptor
Anran Fein, creator of “Transformer.” “IUs some-
thimg that took six people 200 boars to nssemble
and it probably tosk two people & hall-hour fo
destroy”

“Thoy ook somedbing from the public” he
gald. 1 hope wheerver did this will learn the wlue
of erestivn enenzy irstend of destroctive energe”

Charlotiesville police Sgt. C.R. Ssith sadd
the incidents are under investipstion, Anyone
witk [nfermation {8 encouraped fo call
Crimestoppers at 37 7-4000.

Smith said the damage io the art picces was
reparted to police on Dee. 24

“I'm obviousl? upset about it.
It's something that fook six peo-
ple 200 hours to assemble and if
probably teok e people a half-
hour to destrov.”

~ Sculpter Anron Frin

[r'mim.‘.l:r, “Transformer” was placed In the
divider of the UL5. 250 Bypass becaiase it's same-
what delicate and it was thought the site, aooes-
gihle to pedestrians oaly il they cross twe lanes
on the ussally basy highway, would pretect it
Fromn vandalism,

Elizabieth Breoden, preaident of AsmlnMiace,
doesn’t believe a car did the damage bocaiss
there wene no tine marks on the median,

“[t booked like peopie tried o climb it. I% was
completely knocked over,” Broeden said. “They
hied to bo malicksus to knock it down, The steel
rods were inserted inlo the ground very firmly”

Frin sasd “Transformer” can't be repaired, bisé
its parts could be fashioned into something oise.
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Vandals bent a steel wheel of “The Biker” sculpture on Mcintire Road in Gharlatiesville, ond of two ArtinPlace works that were damaged.

Vandals strike Charlottesville sculptures

A ot of pecple looked a8 it &8 a fence-like
structore. What it was in fect was 2000 isdi-
vidual paris interlsced around the steel. | man-
mped to salvage those parts,” Fein said. °] have
no immediate plans to rebuild it and it can't be
repaired.”

1 weat be rebuxilding it for ArtinPlace” he
said. “This specific sculplare |8 too delicate.”

Fein, however, said he'’s nol sorry b dis-
played the work

*T'm maore gled it wend wp and fved the short
life it did than nat,” be anid

Breden sadd that Dr. Richard Whitehill, cre-
wtor of “The Biker” plans to repair the damnged
wheel and contisue 1s show his work of art

The ArtinFlace scalptures were pal ap iA
Ocober and will stay in plece until Seplember,
wivet: piw pieces ane selected to taks their
place. ArtlnPlace is intended to introduce a
variety of public art for the comemunaty to enjoy.

Breadin expressed digpast about Uhe vandal-
iszn.

“The whale notion of wrecking something for
the sale of wrecking (8 i very depressing.” she
said,
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